1963 Studebaker Avanti

Model type

R-1

Serial No

63R1229 ( The 229th Avanti ever built)

Built by


Studebker motor Company

Build Date


September 1962

Plant Location


South bend, IN

Dealer/Delivery date


McVey Motors, Bethesda, MD, Oct 12, 1962

Original Owner


Dr. harry Fletcher MD, Silver Spring, MD

Second and cxurrent Owner ( Last 30 years)


Jim and Susie Pearce, lakel;and, FL

Purchase by Jim Pearce


April 1969

Original Engine


289cid, 240 HP Studebaker R-1, four barrel V8 (Not to be confused with the ford 289)

Delivered price


$5385.82  (Oct 1962)

Standard Equipment

· Fibreglass Body

· Power Front Disc Brakes

· Safety padded dash

· 289 cid V8, 4 barrel carb

· Two Speed Windshield Wipers

· Front Seat belts

Optional Equipment

· Air Conditioning

· Power Steering (16:1 ratio)

· Power Windows

· Windshield Washers

· Rear Seat belts

· Twin Traction

· Tinted Glass

· Rear Speaker

· AM Push Button Radio

Exterior Color

· Original Color: Avanti White

· Present Color: 1986 Corvette :Artic White” ( Painted by Jim Pearce using two stage Sikens paint)

Interior Color

· Fawn and Elk (Original and present)

Front Suspension

· Delrin Control Arm bushings with zerk fittings

· Gabriel Gas Shocks

· One Inch Sway bar

· Quick Steering Arms

· Rebuilt King Pins ( New bushings/bearings)

· Rebuilt Bell-Crank assembly

· New Power Steering Control Valve assembly

· Rebuilt Steering Box

Rear Suspension

· New Spring Bushings

· New Nylon Leaf Spring Inserts

· Three Quarter Inch Swal Bar

· Gabriel Gas Shocks

Wheels

· Dayton “Knock-Off” Wire Wheels (Bead lace) Cost $2500.00

· Wheel Size: 15”X 6”

· Stainless Steel Spokes/Nipples

· Clear Powder Coated

Tires

· P205 SR75-15 (Dunlop SP-40) White Walls

Rear Axle

· 3;07:1 twin Traction Dana 44 Differential (Synthetic Oil)

· New Axles and Bearings.

· Rear Axle backing Plates have been replaced with “flanged Axle Backing Plates.  Note: The rear hub, axle and bearings is now removed as an assembly (The backing plate stays in place).  This allows the axle to be separated from the hub with a hydraulic press

· New Brake Drums installed March 1966

Engine

· 350 C.I. Small Block Chevrolet engine.  High Energy Engine by racing Head Service:  8.5:1 compression ratio and mild 252 degree cam Profile. 220 estimated HP.

· Edelbrock Performer aluminum intake manifold.

· Edelbrock 1406 (600 cfm) Carburetor

· Chromed R3 Carb enclosure ( Carburetor fires are a thing of the past)

· March Polished aluminum underdrive pulleys ( 5 inch diameter crank pulley)

· B&M 2 piece aluminum valve covers

· Sanderson Ceramic Block hugger headers

· 80 amp one wire Alternator

· Electric Fuel Pump and electric shut-off valve.  Both controlled by a hidden , disable switch

· Both fuel pump and fuel shutoff are conrolled by the ignition switch.

· GM HEU Distributor

· Taylor Spiro-Pro Ignition Wires.

· Polished Stainless Steel Flex Fan

· Auxilliary Electric Cooling fan (Manually Controlled)

· Polished Aluminum Coolant reciovery Tank

· Chromed GN A-6 Air Conditioning Compressor

· Carb Air Filter relocated to right wheel Well

· Chrome high Volume Water Pump

· Battery Cut-Off Switch

Transmission

· Chevrolet 700R4 Four Speed Automatic ( Fourth Gear: 30% overdrive)

· Toeque Converter will Lock up at 37 MPH

· Torque Converter wil unlock when throttle is 7/8 open.

Wiring harness

· No longer routed through engine compartment

· All forward wiring is through right wheel well

Head lamps

· Quartz halogen sealed beam headlights

· The headlights are powered by 4 relays

· Each function has a relay of it’ own

Brake/Turn Signal lamps

· There are 2 dual filament lamps in each tail lanp housing

· Four 30 amp relayts are used to power the rear lamps

· Two relays furnish power to each tail lamp

· One relay furnished power to the tail lamp filaments, while the other relay furnishes power to the brake/turn signals filaments

Power Windows

· New Motor, both sides

· Each motor received full voltage via three relays that react to the up/down switch

Fuel System

· Electric Fuel Pump and Electric Fuel Shut-Off Valve

Sound system

· Sony AM/FM Cassette Stereo

· Two Channel Only

· Fully Automatic Electric Antenna

Cruise Control

· Electronic /vacuum

· Tap up/down feature in ½ mile increments

· Control head incorporated into turn signal lever

· All wiring concealed and routed through the Steering Column ( looks OEM)

· Servo and Electronic Control module mounted inside the car below the dash

Dash Pad

· New dash Pad installed in 1982

· Original Cover on Glove Box

Instruments

· Tachometer and Speedometer replaced by Autometer gauges

· Clock has been replaced with a Quartz Unit

· All other instruments are original

· Instrument panel made from real wood that matches the steering wheel

Steering Wheel

· Italian made – Personal Wooden Steering Wheel

Upholstery

· All new.  Matches original Style and original Fawn and Elk color

Front Seats

· High Back bucket seats, salvaged from 87 Dodge Daytona.  Have been reupholstered to match original

Gas Filler Door

· Gas Filler Door has been replaced with a “flip Open” style gas Cap molded into the body. The true gas cap is concealed under the “Flip Open” cap

Hood

· Added second hood support to the right side 

· Filled in Hood edge to maintain a 3/16” gap around hood

Trunk Lid

· Replaced Studebaker script with Avanti script

· Filled in trunk edges to maintain a 3/16” gap around runk

· Inside of trunk Lid is autographed by Tom Kellog and John Epstein

Doors

· Rebuilt hinge pins / bushings

· Filled in door edged to maintain a 3/16” gap around doors

